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THE TWO YEMENS: POLITICS OF VIOLENCE 
ANNCR: 

THE ELECTION OF A NEW PRESIDENT IN NORTH YEMEN, TO REPLACE 
THE ASSASSINATED PRESIDENT AL GHASHMI, HAS FOCUSED INTEREST 
ONCE MORE ON THE STRATEGIC SOUTHWESTERN CORNER OF THE ARABIAN 
PENINSULA. HERE IS A BACKGROUND REPORT BY VOA'S TAKIS KLADAKIS. 
VOICE: 

THE ACCESSION TO THE PRESIDENCY OF NORTH YEMEN BY ALI 
ABDULLAH SALEH IS THE LATEST OCCURRENCE IN A CHAIN OF EVENTS 
WHICH BEGAN LATE IN JUNE WITH THE VIOLENT DEATHS OF THE 
PRESIDENTS OF NORTH AND SOUTH YEMEN IN LESS THAN FORTY EIGHT 
HOURS, 

THE VIOLENCE BEGAN IN SANAA, THE NORTH YEMEN, CAPITAL, WHICH 
PRESIDENT AL GHASHMI WAS ASSASSINATED WITH A BOOBY-TRAPPED 
BRIEFCASE WHICH WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE CONTAINED PROPOSALS BY THE 
PRESIDENT OF SOUTH YEMEN FOR A POSSIBLE MERGER OF THEIR TWO 
COUNTRIES, 

BLAMING SOUTH YEMENI LEADERS FOR THE MURDER, NORTH YEMEN 
IMMEDIATELY BROKE OFF RELATIONS WITH SOUTH YEMEN -- DESPITE 
SOUTH YEMEN'S DENIALS. 

ONE DAY LATER SOUTH YEMENI PRESIDENT SALIM RUBAYI ALI, A 
MARXIST WHO WAS SAID THE BE TRYING TO IMPROVE TIES WITH ANTI- 
COMMUNIST NORTH YEMEN, WAS UNSEATED AND EXECUTED IN A COUP 
LED BY THE ULTRALEFTIST GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE RULING 
NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT ABUL FATAH ISMAIL. 

THESE EVENTS TRIGGERED A SERIES OF RECRIMINATIONS BETWEEN 
THE TWO YEMENI STATES AND UNDERSCORED THE SIMMERING CONFLICT 


BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH YEMEN AND THE DANGER OF A BORDER WAR 
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WITH POSSIBLE INTERNATIONAL REPERCUSSIONS. THE ARAB LEAGUE, 
REACTING TO THE DEVELOPMENTS, VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO "FREEZE" 
RELATIONS WITH THE NEW LEADERSHIP IN SOUTH YEMEN, AND IT 

IS NOW PLANNING TO SEND A MILITARY COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE THE 
SITUATION IN THE BORDER BETWEEN THE TWO YEMENI STATES, 

OBSERVERS POINT OUT THAT THERE ARE MANY REASONS BEHIND THE 
DEVELOPMENTS IN BOTH YEMENS, THEY ATTRIBUTE THE EVENTS TO 
INTERNAL POWER STRUGGLES, TO OPPOSITION TO UNIFICATION MOVES, 
AND TO FOREIGN INTERVENTION AND INFLUENCE, 

NORTH AND SOUTH YEMEN HAVE NEVER BEEN UNDER SINGLE RULE IN 
MODERN TIMES. THEY DEVELOPED DIFFERENTLY, ALTHOUGH BOTH 
COUNTRIES EVOLVED INTO REPUBLICS IN THE 1960S, WITH A 
SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF VIOLENCE. THE OVERTHROW OF THE IMAM 
IN NORTH YEMEN IN 1962 WAS FOLLOWED BY A FIVE-YEAR CIVIL WAR, 
AND IN SOUTH YEMEN, THE YEARS OF AGITATION FOR POLITICAL 
INDEPENDENCE FROM BRITAIN WERE FOLLOWED BY A POWER STRUGGLE 
AND BY THE RISE OF MARXISTS TO POWER, 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE IDEOLOGICAL FACTOR INTO THE 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO YEMENS LED TO A WAR IN OCTOBER 
1972 WHICH ENDED A MONTH LATER AFTER MEDIATION BY THE ARAB LEAGUE. 

THE TWO YEMENI STATES ARE STRATEGICALLY LOCATED. EVEN 
THOUGH NORTH SOUTH YEMEN ARE TINY AND POOR ARAB STATES WITHOUT 
OIL OR OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES THEY SIT BY THE SOUTHWESTERN 
GATEWAY TO THE RED SEA. YEMEN, OR "ARABIA FELIX" == WHICH MEANS 
"HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS ARABIA" -- AS IT WAS KNOWN IN ANCIENT 
TIMES, HAS BEEN FOR CENTURIES A NATURAL TARGET IN THE CONTEST 
FOR CONTROL IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THE IMPORTANCE OF THE TWO 
YEMENI STATES IS EVEN GREATER NOW SINCE THEY OVERLOOK VITAL 
ARAB OIL ROUTES SO DEVELOPMENTS IN THE AREA ARE CLOSELY WATCHED 
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IN THE WEST, IN VIEW OF THE SOVIET UNION'S EFFORTS TO EXPAND 


ITS INFLUENCE IN NEIGHBORING BLACK AFRICA, 
WJL/PY 


